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What is Legacy Giving?

• Planned Giving

• Posthumous gift reflecting values of donor
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Types of Legacy Gifts

• Bequests in will, trust, or estate plan

• Beneficiary designation of Retirement Account

• Split Interest trusts
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Why Do Donors Leave a Legacy Gift?

• Passion for the Cause

• Legacy of their Values

• Recognition in Perpetuity

• Tax Considerations
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1. Advisory Board Members are conversant in talking 
about the benefits of your Affiliate Community 
Foundation

• Why are you involved?

• Why do you give?

• Talk about one tangible example of impact of your 
Affiliate Community Foundation
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2. Advisory Board Members understand their role in 
Legacy Giving.

• Promote your affiliate community foundation

• Make your own legacy gift commitment

• Listen and Connect

• Share the opportunity of leaving a legacy – planting 
the seed of the idea
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3. Affiliate Community Foundation intentionally focuses on 
Legacy Giving and adopts a plan for successful Legacy Giving 
program.
• Set Goals

• Establish or reinvigorate a legacy giving committee

• Identify audiences – start with board members and past board 

members

• Donor communications, engagement, and recognition activities

• Monitor and track progress

• Steward Legacy Donors 
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4. Affiliate Community Foundation builds relationships 
and shares information with local professional 
advisors 

• Estate planning attorneys, financial planners, and 
CPAs.

• Referrals

• Potential board members
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5. Legacy Commitments are documented on the 
Declaration of Intent forms and sent to ACF office for 
tracking.
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• Confidentiality is a priority

• Commitment = completed Legacy Society Declaration of Intent form

• Form is sent to ACF 

• ACF enters information in password protected platforms

• ACF shares names of legacy donors with Affiliates

• ACF does NOT share names of anonymous donors

• Affiliate tracks legacy donors and stewards them



Real Life Legacy Giving 
at Affiliates 



Jessica Stevens
Community Foundation
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1. Advisory Board Members are conversant in talking about the 
benefits of your Affiliate Community Foundation.

2. Advisory Board Members understand their role in promoting 
Legacy Giving.

3. Your Affiliate intentionally focuses on Legacy Giving & adopts 
plan for successful Legacy Giving program.

4. Your Affiliate builds relationships and shares information with 
local professional advisors. 

5. Legacy Commitments are documented on the Declaration of 
Intent forms and sent to ACF office for tracking.
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• Take the information presented today back to your 
advisory board

• Reflect on where your Affiliate is in relation to 
Legacy Giving and commit to next steps

• Use the Tools on ACF’s Website
• Watch Legacy Giving Videos (101, 201, 301)

• Watch the pre-recorded Wills Seminar

• Reach out to ACF staff with questions
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